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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instrublagihah Register
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documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, anafaseasficance, enter only
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1. Name of Property

Historic name:Fort Thomas Womers Club

Other names/site numbéyillage Playe's of Fort ThomagCP-374
Name of related multipl property listing N/A

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

2. Location

Street & number:8 North Fort Thomas Avenue

City or town: Fort Thomas State:KY County:Campbdl
Not For PublicationN/A Vicinity: N/A

3. State/Federal AgencyCertification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby ceify that this ___ nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets
the documentation standards for registering propartidee National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set foi@-iR Bart 60.

In my opinion, the property  meets ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. |
recommend that this property bensidered significant at the following
level(s) of significance:

national statewide local
Applicable National Register Criteria

A B C D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date

State or Federal agency/bureau offribal Government

In my opinion, the property meets _ does not meet the National Register criterig

Signature of commeiting official: Date

Title : State or Federal agencylureau
or Tribal Government
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4. National Park ServiceCertification

| hereby certify that this property is:

___entered in the National Register
___determined eligible for the National Register
___determined not eligible for the NatidriRegister
___removed from the National Register
__other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private: X

Publici Local

Publici State

Publici Federal

Category of Property
(Check onlyonebox.)

Building(s) X

District

Site

Structure

Object
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Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contibuting Noncontributing
1 0] buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributingasources previously listed in the National RegisteiN/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
SCCIAL: clubhouse

RECREATION & CULTURE:theater
SOCIAL: civic

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
RECREATION & CULTURE: theder
SOCIAL.: civic
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7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Late 19" and Early 20" Century Commercigbtyle

M aterials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property

Foundation:

1908 Original Building: Stone

1925 Addition: Concrete

1995 Addition: Concrete Masonry Units (To be demolished)

Walls:

1908 Original Building:Brick Masonry

1925 Addition: Brick Masonry

1995 Addition: Vinyl Siding (To be demolished)

Roof:
1908 Original Building: Composition Roofing (Per Original Dawings)
(Single Ry Roofing currently)

1925 Addition:Composition Roofing (Per OriginalDrawings)
(Single Ry Roofing currently)

1995 Addition: Fiberglass Shingles (To be demolished)

Cornice:

1908 0Original Building: Galvanized Iron, Pated
1925 Addition:Stone Coping
1995 Addition: None (To be demolished)

Miscellaneus:

1908 Original Bulding: StoneKeystonelrim above Windowsnd at sides oArches
1925 Addition:Stone Copingat top of Exterior Wall

1995 Addition: Nothing (To be demolished)
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historicral current physical appeanceand cowlition of the property.Describe
contributing and noncontributing resourdeapplicable Begin witha summary paragraphthat
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its |dyaostyle,
method of constrttion, setting, size, and significant featurdadicate whether the property has
historic integrity)

Summary Paragraph

The Womeis Club of Fort Thomas Building located a Fort ThomasAvenue the main
commerciaktreet of older Fort Thomas Kentuckyhethreestorybuilding consists of the
original 1908, designed biarry Hake a 1925 addition also dyarry Hake, anda non-descript
1995 additionThe buildings architectual style can ke classified as.ate 19th and Early 20th
Century Commercial StyleThe original 1908 building is constructed with a stone foundation,
Brick Masonry Exterior with a Painted Galvanized Iron Coeni The original building also
features selente use of Stoatrim at the windows. The 1925 addition takes its design cues from
the original 1908 building bwithout the arched windows and Metal Cornice. The 1995 non
contributing addition is a nedescrpt wood-frame structure thdtolds ascene fiop and costume
storage facilities. The Architecure of the building exteriors remains &s originally designed
and built. Several windows have been coveréke original 1908building's interior was altered
significantly. There are currently tweignificantstairs:a stairto the basement from the current
15tfloor galleryand a second stdrom the £ Floor to the 2%in the nain entry lobby The

Toilet rooms from the 1925 addition remamtact The basic interior laydwf the building
todaymaintainsthe roons and features from the buildings period of Significance from &®41
1972

Narrative Description

ORIGINAL 1908& 1925 BUILDING
Theoriginal Exchangéuilding that is now bme to theVillage Playes of Fort Thomas
originally housed a telephone isghing station, which remained in operatibiere until 1941.

Built of yellow iron-spot brick with arched windows, the tvgtory building at the corner of

North Fort Thomas and lghlandavenues was designed by noted Cincinnatiitect Harry

Hake (18711955)in 1908 An addition tothe building was made in 1928 Hakeds firm as

well Hakebds successful career included numerous
SuburbarBell Telephone Company (predecessor of the CinarBelt Telephone Company).

These included two headquarters buildings, one being a handsome Art Deco structure with well
designed andrafted symbolic sculptural decorations in metal and masamahyfrom P06on a

series of suburban telephone exchangesvariety of sophisticated period styles, such as the

Fort Thomas exchange.
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The building stands two stories tald three bays wide, with a symmetrical front facing the
street. It rests on a foundatiohrock-faced limestoe. The walls are laid in yellow irespot
brick, in runnng bond Alternating quoins@chor the corners of the facadde front facade
culminatesn a projecting cornice with dentil band and ornamental bksc Theroof itself is not
visible from street level.

The symmetrical front, hich faces west, is three bays wide, with a centered entrEinee.
second story, also three bays wide, features a modified Juliet balcony witple isom railing
and a somewhat longer window for easiecess. A the first story, may of the west and south
windows are arched, held in plaog splayed keystones. At the west facade, the sestong
sash have 12/1 lights, anchored by keystonesr@dreelevation and the rear portions of the
north and suth walls feature unusual 6/2ghts. Most of the windows appear to be in fair to
good comlition.

Twin chimneys stand in the middle of the south elevation, with unadorned sandstone water
tables, litels, and sills. At the north facade, a flight of plaioncretestepsleads down to a
baement entrance. There, a modern metal door provides acthsstmsement and, from there,
to the rest of the building.

Inside,much of the building has beenodified ovetime, butseveraloriginal spaces and
featuregemain.In thebasement, thboiler roomstill existing in is originalform. Radiatos
throughout the buildingnay date to thiperiod The boier room also has the sole remaining
window and lightwell in thddasementAll other windows on thisdvel havebeen brickedn. The
stairbetweerthebasemenand first floor as well as the door leading to it, atsooriginal.

On the first floor the restroomkitchen, and bacgffice largelyremain intheir original form.
Wall basesdoor casingsrestroom fktures, and th@orcelainkitchen sink are all believed to be
original. The seond floor does not appetrhave retained any interior elements from thise.

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE 19411972

In theearly 1948, the phone company vacated thepgarty. The Wo me €labsof Fort Thomas
took advantage of the situation ®jacatingto thevacant exchange. From Wt 157, the
Clubg Drama Department became the Music and Drama Department, whiaim ibecame the
Village Playersn 1967.

A few exterior alerations may have taketape during this péwd. Thefirst storyarched

windows, and some of the firstory side windowswereinfilled with paneling The original

front doorwasreplaced with a nohistoric door featuring three square, glazed paa¢lte

South wall, a utilitarian metal fire Staand a plain fire door somewhat too short for the opening,
were a@lded b provide an emergency exit from the second story

Inside, the basement level of theilding has been adaptear its current usas a heater Some
backstage useBke thedressig room, likely date to this period.
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The first-floor lobby layout was reconfigured intsiturrent form witta simple staircase with

slender, square balustéosthesecondloor in the Northwest corner of theuilding. Terrazzo

flooringwas addedn thekitchenand officeshangi ng Aschool houseo | i ght
glass globes lighwvere also likely installe@roundthis time Cabings were aded alonghe East

wall of the kitchenand under the sinfvhich was likely exposed originally)

The gairs from the lobbyfeature a more elabordbalustrale at the seond floor.Therest of ths
floor was configured into i presenuse as an auditoriuimulti-purposespaceThere is asmall,
carpetedobby atthetop of thestairsthat lead into the man space. The auditom has a
archedacousttal tile ceiling and furred out wallsAt therear of the space is a steayel
prosceniunflanked by two Bortflights of woodenstars with iron railings.

CHANGES AFTER PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE 1973-TODAY

Behind t he Iblack, &pthin,tng-siwy, simeetoofed, frame additiowas builtwith
blind walls and vinyl sidingThe building was alo expandd at the basemeby roofing overan
areabetween the ext®r wal and theneighboringpropertyd retaning wall to create a backsia
hallway.

In thebasementtwo restroomsind a utility sinkwere addedt the fod of the interior stairs.
Staage walé with bifolding doorsanAV booth, vinyl tile flooring, andcarpetingall postdate
the period of significancédVAC is provided by theld boiler andbutdoorequipmenfrom the
North side of the theater.

On the frstfloor, carpetingandvinyl flooring wereadded in thdront office andkitchen Along
the Nath side of the building, aohg gallery appears to be the mostertly updated space in the
building. Features include pine floorirenda dropped ceilingbetween dur original concrete
beamsVintage radiatord once concealed by unknown materials, now eggdsupply heat to
the spaceOn the south wall ofite gallery, two doors with fulength, glazed panels, since
painted oer, open to the kitchenln the same spacErench doors withein-pane glazing open
and bring light into théack office

On the secad floor,wood panahg and vinyl flooring likely postate the period dafignificance
TheVillageP| ayer s6 productions r emaisn paonpdultahre wWotnma

Clubis planning to update the building by adding an elevator and retrgfitie building to
accommodate persons with disabilities. The building is in good overall condition.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National RegisterCriteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying thepemy for Naional Register

listing.)
X A.
B.
C.
D.

Property is associated witlents that have madesignificant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

Property is assaated with the lives fopersons significant in our past.

Property embodiethe distincive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construcion or represents dwork of a master, or possesseshhagtistic values,
or represents a significantédistinguishable eryi whose components lack
individual distinction.

Propety has yietled, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistor
history.

Criteria Considerations

( Mard

A.

B.

iik all t heNAQNgARPEY t hat apply.)
Owned by a rafjious insttution or used for religious purposes

Removed fromts originallocation

. A birthplace or grave

. A cemetery

A reconstucted buildng, object, or structure

A commemorative perty

. Less than 50 years old or achieving significandbiwthe pat 50 years

Section8 page8



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Fort Thomas Women& Club Campbell County, KY
Name of Property County and State

Ar eas of Significance

(Enter categaes from ingructions.)
PERFORMING ARTS

SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
19411972

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Comgete only if Criterion Bis marked above.)

Cultural Affili ation

Architect/Builder
Harry Hake 190& 1925 Original Building& Addition
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Statement of Signifcance Summay Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes
level of signficance applicable criteriajustification forthe period of significance, and any
applicable criteria consideratiohs.

The former Fort Thomas Woman's Club Building (C\A20IB) meets N@onal Register Criterion
A. It has played an important role in the social antucal life of Fort Thomas, Campbell
County, Kentucky. The building's significance is interpreted within theridscontext
"Women's Clubs in Kentucky, 189¥61" Builtin1 908 by the Citizends Te
and American Telephone & Telegraph Compan t he or i gi nal ildingdi | and EX
housed seventeen hundred telephones. Founded in 1915, the Fort Womaa n 6 s Cl ub met
me mber s 6 h o meisg, thetMbehedistGhurch, arnd @tiavaithble space at the Fort

Thomas military post for itsfst twentysix years. With the raifation of the 19th Amendment

and womanodés suf fr age eantivelindHidcommuoitee The ddub c a me mo
women weranspired tocreate a building fund and save for the day they could have their

clubhousel n 1941 Fort Th o nlased WwoHiland Exchan@el building fou r

their new clubhouse. As their meefiplae, the building allowed the women to expahelit

social,cultural, and charitable activities, grow membership, and expand their influnetinear
community. T hbevoull@volaertadbeconila aynamic force active in the social

and cultural #airs of Fort Thomas and Campbell County. The @lobse has len the County's

key social and cultural resource associated thithlocal hisoric context from 1941 to the

presat.

Narrative Statement of Significanceg(Provideat leasione paragraph for each area of
significance.)

History of Fort Thomas

Before tle city of Fort Thoma®xsted there vasthe Fort ThomadMilitary ReservationBefore
either existed he District of Highlandsconsisted mainly gbeachorchardsfarms andruinsof
The Cincinnati Defense Perimet@&iyil War fortifications built to defendthe Ohio/Miami River
Valley citiesfrom attack byConfederate forces.

In the 1880s, féer repeated flooithg of the Navport Barracksthe War Department sent General

Phillip Sheridan to find a newuilding siteon higher groundn 1887afterMajor Samuel

Bigstaffwined and dined thgenedl, theyassessd on horseback 112 acres that the Major

ownedon a bluff in Highland. As GeneralSheridaroverlookedthe Ohio River andurrounding

hills, he proclaimedthatthe site wouldbne day beomefi Th e We st Po.0Shdridanf t he
alsonamedthenewfort to be builtafterthe famous UnioiGeneral George H. Thomas T h e

Rock d Chickamauga who had died in 1870.

Completed irll894, the Fort Thomas MilitafReservatiorsernedin wartime as a mobilization
point and during peacetinesa s o | hdspital Sexvdéral regiments of the U.S. Infantrgre

garrisonedherefor the Spaish American WarandWWI. Thestately and welbuilt officersd
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quartersaddedprestigeton T h e PMeisntt o f The little foNtteusathieved a stature
beyond its e andserved as headquarters of 8ieArmy Corps.The 10 Infantry Regiment,
the last to be stationed at the Fort, provided flagefin 1933 andlL937to citizens of
Covington,Newport,Bellevue,andDayton

The townoriginally known agiHighland® grew up aroundhe military reservationyhich
stimulateddevelopmenof the townandCampbell CountyThe Fort had enaete sdewalks with
curbsandpaved roadfong beforeHighlandswith its dirt roadsandboardwalksIn 1914the
formerDistrict of Highlands became incorporated as a city and ndifed Thoma

During WWI, WWII, and the Korean Wathe Fort was an important centéar recruitment and
induction Thenew brick barracksweretaken over by the terané A d mi n Hosgditalimt i o n
1946 Active-duty military left in 1964 The City of Fort Thomaok over most of the lahand
formerofficerd quarterdn 1972 Today he US. Army Reserves and the U.S. Corps of
Engineersstill maintain facilities on the pastheformerofficer quarerswere privatized modernizedand

sold to individuals in 1992, creating an upscale "tdilf Commons". Theome$exteriorshavekept their 1890s

look. The brick mess hall isowa community center.

In 1972President Nixods Legacy ofParks programreturnedunderutilized federal land#o local
municipalitiesto preservdor community andecreational purposeslost of theFortés property
was purchased by thaty of Fort Thomasndconverted to @ark Tower Park with its landmark
90-foot limestone water toer is at the centeof town with tennis courtssoccerand baseball
fields, museumamphitheater, hikg trails,beautifulhistoric homes, at the heart of theuburban
city of Fort ThomagfiThe City of Beautiful Homes.

Hi storic Cont extKentWekyni84m61 Cl ubs i n

Through all cuiures and times, women have had to organize #ffeirts to acquire equal
treatment, such as property inheritance and voigigs, toname just two. Any discussion of
women's life involves a tension between two sphefeactivity: the domestic (familgnd
housekeeping duties) and the social (sanigractions, cultural uplift, welfare efforts,
personal improvement, and vauis politcal campaigns, etc.).

Some historians place the beginning of the Women's Movemémhericain 1848, with a
meetng in Seneca Falls, New Yorhkt{p://www.infoplease&com/spot/womenstimelinel.html,
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women's_righ). The Sorsis Club was begun in 1868 by Jane
Cunningham Croly to enable women aspiring ofg@ssional activity to support eadther, as at
that time, women were excluded from fassional organizations
(http://womenshistory.about.com/od/womansclubmovement/p/sorosisfieSorosis Club
invited representatives of all women's clubs to tbeirvention in New York in 1889, to

organize an umbrella organization. The new Generalragde of Women's Club&GFWC)was
formed to lobby for causes on a natiblevel ando create an efficient communication network.
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Not long after the Sorosis Clul889 mnvention, Kentucky women creat a parallel

organization on the state level. As repd in Tradition of Service, the Kentucky Federation of
Women's Club (KWC) centenral history, "One hundred years ago, in 1894, Kentucky women
banded together to fim anorganization that offered theempowerment through learning and
leadership opportuties, an organization that spearheaded movements to improve education and
clean up communities, an organization that continually pressgedernment to improve its
citizens' quality of life and expanddividual rights". These clubs offered their members
empowerment through literary pursuits as well as by promoting voluntandrteadetsip
opportunities. The Fort Thomas Woman's Club empowered women to efforté of sel
improvement, social and civic erg@ment, creative and artistic pursuits, and educdtsonh
career advancement by increasing their effectiveness and inflirenagh colédive activity.

In 1922 the Kentucky State Federation of Women's Clubs hadldBgtwith about 10,000
members. Dung the latel9th-and early20th centuries, there was explosion of new women's
organizations in the country. The followirgya samplig of Kentucky organizations:

A Murray Woman's Club was founded in 1905,

A FortThoma Wo man 6 s -2018umadognded ih 915,

A Hodgenvil | e wisformdehih1919¢c | u b

A Covington Wo mala7d)swasGdundém 1925,9 2 5

A Saorities wee being chaered at Kentucky Universities,

A Murray Magazine Clulwasorganizel in 1901 (in Westa KY, Paducah ahMayfield also

had Magazine Clubs organized durthg early 1900s). The members joined to enhance their
intellectual standasdthroughthe study of literature, istory, society, and the arts. As there were
few privatelibraries and even fewer plic libraries at that time, magazines were affordable and
provided the major source of information,

A The Junior League was foundedli901 in Nev York, NY to promote citd health, nutrition

and literacy among the immigraniiging on the Lower East Skl of Manhattan. Junior Leagues

were chartered in Louisvileih 921 and Lexington in 1924. Fort
1927 establised a Juniobepartment, whiclestablified a kindergarten and rarfat two years

at the Mé¢hodist Church before turning it evto the local board of education.

A st . L u k e o6Axixilidvowitle ameédtisousand members supported fundraising for St.
Luke 6 s H,drerppThamasl KY

In the early years of KFWC, the most important projects Werseabouteducation ad
establishing libraries in Kentucky. KFWC began sponsoring the "Tiraykibrary" in eastern
Kentucky in 1901 and named MiBannie Cag¢man Rawson as Directdn one season she
traveled by mule back 96 miles deliireg books up creek bottoms and owesuntain ranges. By
1910 there were 100 Traveling Libraries and aemibn of 5,000 books. KFWC had a-far
reaching effect oneading ashe federation and the Keucky Library Association were
instrumental in gettinghe General Assembly to establisk Kentucky Library Commission

(The Kentucky Department for LibrarieschArchives' predecessor). The Commission extended
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servie to the ente state and, by 1913)dre were 182 traveling library stations from 81
counties. Within a decade, KFWC celebratie opening of free libraries throughout the
Commonwealth. The new ongiaation also recognized the need for a full reviewhef t
educatiorsystem and soon moved tincreate model schools, supplementary education, and
programs with links to the Commonwd#as universities. In 1905, members campaigned for
women's rights, sirecthey were unable to vote in school elections. Duhiegé yearghe
women's movement gaad confidence as they began to make small changesf{ildtdgoked at
improving their locaschools and were ready to march on Frankfort for the passage @Qiie 1
School Bill while also demanding equality for Unisity of Kenticky women.

After 1920when the 19th Amendment granted women voting rightsjratitce 1930s and 1940s,
the KFWC leadeship focused more degislative issues and city ordinances. Ediocaand
schools were still important, but the leagtap felt trese issues were betteidaglssed at the
school board and government levels. Ohthe major reforms was the pushpimvide every

child with at least 8 years of primary education. Membegpsie up their efforts to provide
scholarships and gnts to gir$ attending college in ghCommonwealth. Because many families
faced hard timesuting the Great Depression, KFWC ogoized these needs and helped with a
variety of local projects and ongoisgpport for education. In 1944, KFWC celebratedifiieth
birthday and during thatrtie grew from an organization of 16 clubs to 204 clulib ewver

12,000 members.

The GFWC vas dso changing by the early 1940s. It expanded its vision to embrace

a rational political agenda. It hired lobbyists anddree a powetfl organization, often & on
Capitol Hill speaking for American women. The intng GFWC President, Mrs. Blair Buck
echoed a very popular sentiment of "Democracy in Action” in her installaiddress on June
27, 1947. As Mrs. Buck statedetihask of tk organization was "torgingthen the forces of
religion and of democracy at horard abroad, and to dedicate the pod our great
organization toward building a world society based on tmeept of the importance of the
individual in the sght of God."In decades following Wddat War Il, the literature distributed to
state federatios began to suggest departmentddogign policy. Many clubs saw their work as
"an extension of the clubwomergoal to teach children lessons of good glob&lesiship™.

The 1950s ushered in aw era of selexamination and seéducation within therganization.
Clubs encouraged thranembers to evaluate their own private and spiritual lives, and the same
within theirfamilies. As the first wave of th®lodern Woma's Movement began to questiome th
traditional place of women, some clubwomen dlagvfamily as embattled. Membersree
encourage to take on research, publisboks, ande apublic speaér.

TheKentucky Woman's Clubs continued tgpport theirfounding goals, though shifted in ways
that followed other social changes. As émncans began to see a higher stamad living, which
gave women more control over household discretionary funds, thebegha to move away
from direct voluneéer activites and toward more project managemedtsupport through
project funding. So, stead of volunteering time, clubwomeften volunteerethoney. The
Kentucky federation also enjoyed the increased prestitteedsFWC. The Governor of
Kentucky canmonly callel on the KFWC president for advice oruedtion, social welfare
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projects, and caervation. Many KFWC officers wenhdo serve on stateoards and other
appointed positions. KFWC proudly claimed to havegliaved more Kentucky towns, provided
better edudéon for more Kentucky children and alled more Kentucky women to grow
politically, socially and professionally thamy other organizen."

The 1950s saw a peak in the prestige of the women's club&HWE became very powerful

nationally Civic officials, from school boards to governard.inited States presidents, consulted

women's clubs or their federations amnyassue they deerde ia woman' s i ssue. 0 (
were regularly called on to accompagovernment officials on overseaps designedo build

bridges between nations. Thi#gicers would oversee evaluating neededisl services and

coordinating pubt awareness campgis, and charity drives back home.

By the 1960s, interestand membbeisp i n wo men & s ecling, largby 2040dthes t ar t e
number of clubs nationallyad significantly declined.

Historyof t he Fort Thomas Womands Club

Ninety-seven women metoFebruary 17, 191%t the Altamont Hotel in Fort Thomas to form
TheFot Thomas Wo man 0 sdsérVice bib t@aaglvarece teeonelfara of their city
of 5,000. They were organized by Mrs. May R. Hubbard and others. Mrs. RkaOpp was
choserasTemporary Chairman, Mrs. Webster HedmTemporary Secretary. Guest ager

Mrs. Chas Rockhill of Ohio spe of the nedfora Womandés Cl ub in every c
Hubbard was elected Presidavits. R. E. Carter was elected 1st¥iPresident, Mrs. Samuel
Harton 2nd Vice President, Miss Elizabeth Quinn 3rd Vice Presidenst, Webster Helm
Recording Sectary, Mrs. David Davies Treasurer, Mrs. E.A. Powell Correspogdbecretary,
and Mrs. G.A. Sker Auditor. A committee was formeal draft a Constitution and Byaws. As
the first president, Mrs. Hubbard in later years waifdctionately be referred to biye club
women as fAMot her Hubbard. o

The goals of Fort Thoma&%o man 6 s Cl ub thewekarefdhe €ity hoth phiisityr
and mor al I'gnooo TWwas Cliwbo help others &s to el e
ourselves is to help others. o

The firstregular meeting wasn March 4, 1915, at the Avenel Hothd the membership vate

to join the Kentucky Federation@Wo men 6s Cl ubs ( KFwi@edthedamnee c | ub
month. The club originally was dividedtim four Departments: Music, ArGivic, andHome

Economics. There were four committees: Hospitaltg (argest), Progran®rinting, and Press.

The Civic Depament was also divided into standingnemittees: Health & Sanitation, Social

Services, llliteray, Civic Beauty, and Social Rty

OnMarch 15, 1915, the club was officially affiliated wittie KentuckyFederation ofNo me n 6 s

Clubs (KFWC). Club dues weeet at $1.00 per yeandthe initiation fee a$2.00. The Music
Department purchased a grasidno for $50, payable by indtaents.
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The war years of 1916918 were busy as the Clubwomen volunte¢oestwand knit sweaters
and garmerst for Belgium war relief under the direction of Mrs. G.Aerss, wife of the Belgium
consul. The Club women toaker the locaBurgical Dessing Unit Mrs. Aerts ran from her
home and financed it and staffed it with wateers at the Episcopal Meeting Haflaking,
packing, and shipping 31889 pieces of workrom 1917-to 1918. Once the U.S. entered WWI,
the Club t@k up additioal relief wak at Fort Thomas military post, making sewing kits for
soldiers and serving thepicnic suppers. So busy with war vk the Club postponed joining the
Gener al F e d e r a wubs antl afeefthe War-meno6s Cl

In 1919 the Clulwasaffiliated with the Genex | Federation of Womenods CI
continuously espoused the values amapsuted thepolicies and programs dibth KFWC and
GFWC throughout its oabundredandthree yearsf existence

For twentysix years, 1918941, tle Club womenmtinmembes 6 homes, the city
Methodist Church, and at available spaces aFtte Thomas mitary post. But asheir

membership grew, so did their need and desire for a larger meetimg Bphopes of someday

building theirclubhousethe Club prchased a vacant lot and began a building fund.

However, after bank loans weaspproved in 194@1, the members ved at a Special General
Meetingon February 14, 1941, to purchase the vacatéahdiExchange telephone building for
$11,000.The Club refirbished the attractive twatory yellow brick building at 8 North Fort
Thomas Aenue on the northeastrner of Higttland and Fort Thomas Avenues.

With its own clubhouse, TFWC entered its most eyatic and active decades. The fiesgular

FTWC meeing was heldbn October 2, 1941. With President Mrs. Grover Armstrong gnegi

Mrs. Blackburn read théedica i on f or the new Clubhouse; Mr s .

of t he Past todoldanh OperaHousd an ©Octaber d Hrat othergroups could

petition FTWC for shared use of Clubhouse space. Sigma Kappa,dhgeBClub, and the

local USOwould hold many dances in tisecondfloor auditorium. Dames of Democracy held

business meetirggat the Clubhouse, and the FBhoma Merd s Cl ub was charged

club expenses t o h oohDecembeid, B4l iretlse alMitoguht 0 s oci al

During WWII, the Clubhouse was the scene of many Homefront efforts. Members worked with

the RedCross rolling bandages fbospials and making kits for soldiers overseas. The

Clubhouse hosted USO dances, picuppers, and holiday teas for sotdi@ he lower level of

the Clubhouse was transfor med | nuictoolagia®ol di er s
billiards, pingporg, card tables, writing tableand stationery. The recreational lounge was

avdlable to servicemen and military @atsfrom Fort Thomas militarpostMonday-Saturday 3

pm-10 pm, Sunday Pm-10 pm, and was hosted bydmandandwife volunteers, manypf

whom provided cigarettes, cookies, and soft drinks. The field behind thédtlse was setp

with horseshoe pitfor soldier® r ecr eati on. At Christmas, the C
season with a tree trimmed to keahe servicemefeel even mee at ftome. Miss Maude

Peterson wathe official hostess; Mrs. Grover Armstrong, past presi dent, over
operation; Captan John Shevlin was the military post 0Ss
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reported that sinciés openingwo months edier, more than 1200 servicemen had taken
advantage of the lounge.

T h e S e Cadteea is jost one example of hgenerous the Clulvas in responding to and
sharing space for civic events. The canteen project further demesdioat effecve and
dynamic FTWC was as civic catalystn administering, staffing, and operating thernge. The
club also coordinated thdonations for furnishigp and maintaining the lounge from community
groups that included the local Lions, Optimist, &watary Qubs, and tk First Baptist, First
Presbyterian, and Methodist churches.

In1943,th&cort Thomas Wo matanips an€jbined witks KFWE&/GRWECrclubs

in buying government bonds to help with the
successfulthatthe Treasty Department was able to purchase two bombers. Painte@ion th

sidles was the name AGFWC. 0

Constant fud-raising efforts were necessary to maintain the Clubhouse and Fort Thomas
Womandés Club soci al , |projécts.iach departmereld &undraigensd c har
as well as the General Club. There washsauwaiety of fundaisers over the yeamwith the

following list offering some examples: card parties, fashion shows, rummage sales, book sales,
holiday bazaars, fleer srows, @rden tours, lant sales, home tours, and bake sales. A simple

list of themyriadcommunity and regional charitableganizations that have benefitted over the
onehundredandt hr ee years from the Fort Thosmasl CIl ub
financial supporivould require pges.

Since 1941, the Clitouse has been in constant use. Seraamples of routine and special use
occasions include:

A Board meetings

A 5th District KFWC Silver Jubilee Celebration Contien, morethan 300 attending

A Regular FTWC gerral membership meetings (@D0 attending)

A Monthly FTWC Department meetingstivluncheons, guest speakendmusical

prograns.

A Regular FTWC committee meetings (There were as many as 35 committees)

A Plays presatedby the Drama Department 8nd-floor auditorium 19421966

A Plays produed by theVillage Players in the loer-level black box theater 19§tesent

A Charitable fundraising events, e.g., Benefit Bridge Bazar/Luncheiths350 attendes
utilizing all three fbors of Clubhouse

A Many USO @nces in the secorftbor auditoruim

A Community Foum on Postvar Planing held February 29, 1944, with Malcolm Dill of the
Regional Planning Commission, Charles Kuhn of Ft. Thomas Planning Cex@nit. L.L
Ross, Mayor oft. Thomas, and many otherpub ¢ o f f i ci al sideasiaoutwhats e d c |
postwar projects tamplement and how to expeditiously employ people in the constructive
upbuilding of the community.

A Guest speakers, such agi©M. Jamesassistant managy editor of The Cincinnati
Enquirer, addressed more than 308mfbers and guests$ the November 8 meeting,

Section8 pagel6



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Fort Thomas Women& Club Campbell County, KY
Name of Property County and State

discussing current events including his meeting with many servicemen who had witnessed and
testified that Nazi atity storieswere not propagala, but facts.

A LiveRadioB oadcast of i WoFeb.8, 1998 ovestatigreVeziPj wihg 0 ,

Miss Betta Cleveland moderator. Presented by Mrs. Glenn Finch, Chair of The International
Relations Department, Chair of tiléo me n 6 an Cénuntittee fothe 5th Congressional

District of Kentucky and affiliated with NESCO in Greater i@cinnati. In celération of

FTWC6s 33rd birthday anniversary. thaHidhlands he on
High School student dnus sang @rogram of selectedational anthems. Club memits dressed

in native costumes cagonising a United Natios panel repsented France, China, Russia,

England, and Brazil. Representatives discussed what their countries could contribute to the
Marskhell Plan (topromote peace anduige a working world econay) and how they could

expect to bnefit. According totte CincinnatPost Feb. 9, 1948, this pro
direct broadcast in this area of a program originating in the auditorium ahawoé s c |l ub . 0O

Although there wergarious departments oviire years, including Civic and Glan,

consistently th&€€lub had depaments focused on the arts: Music, Drama, Art (fine arts), and

Literature. This focus on the arts was emphasized and manifgsted Clu® s pr ogr ammi ng
all public events and meetiagincluding department and comtag meetings, and gea¢
membershipneetings.

At all Club meetings, besides a luncheon and business meeting, a guest lecture and musical
interlude were always pieof the ppgram. A guest dramatior novelist was alwayasvited to

speak and enlighten mdbers on her areas ofpertise; addionally, the musical part of the
program might include a guest vocal soloist from the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music
accomp@nied by a Msic Department membaccompanying her on thmano. From its

inception FTWC denonstrated strong interst in drana, music, and literary arts, regularly
inviting successful (male and female) novelists, journalists, poets, dramatists tiasdsrguds
speakers to discuss pdar novels, Broadwaglays theirwork, or the witing of others. Some
spealers presnted dramatic interpretations from current or popular plays; some discussed and
critically reviewed current Broadway hits.

Particularlyactive was the Drama Depar¢nt which was formed in 29. At a meetingn
Decembe4,1941,guest speaker Profess-rank Fowler, nationally known director of the

Guignol Theatre at the University tiefTheient ucky
Movement 6 di slaysasdpasdBraadwdyi ¢ st, pg ncl uat mgr O0&i & Eh ev
Corn | s d&cherent,tbe 6RMhi ne, 6 and O6The Blithe Spiri
Little Theatre Movement of the 1912920s began as atklash tolie monopolistic

i Syndi madrcaltheatre systerkuropean touring companiaker WWI catalyzedto

inspire American audiences to demand relevant and dynamic theatrical offerings, not the stale,
massappeal, masprodu@d commercifare presented by Hollywood and Breeay. Little

theatres encouragedwelaysand new playwrights, and greateristit explorations.

Pl aywrights such as Susan Gl aspel |l,and&heggene OO
emerged througthe supporbf The Provincetown Players, part oétavanigarde and an early

~

and irfluentid il ittle theatre. 0
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Such small indpenent theatres were more daring and experimental, focused on creating fine
art, notacommercial success, but rather onstidimerit ad expression, historical, political,

andbr socially relevant content.yBL925 #émost 2,000 community or little theas registered

with the Drama League of America. By 1940 theatre education was offered at many universities
in the United Stats. The Litke Theatre Movement would go on to birth Bffoadway in the

1950s, the @lden Age of International Art Film (1952960s), andte proliferation of non
commercial community theaters across the United States. In 1975 American Association of
Community Theate (AACT) estimated there were 15,000 commuthatre groups.

For decads,theDr ama Depar t me n tafrical paghunautail o rs plr @ megf it thtee d
Sunshine, 0 a summer camp for underprivileged
$95000 had be®contributed to this charity. Each year tkerop 6 s most gtrmer ous b
wast he A The Camp Susthdprodoeng gioopoithetDtamaeDepartnaent

came to be known. The Camp Sunshine Committee, comprised of theatrically ictlined

womenand their husbands, also acted onstage amgteddackstage in playsgaentedy

Theatre Produceéel bn6spulhintgtdl,e ATChaecs®bl.e 0 fr om 1947

Theatre Productions Board of Directors included Glenn Clark Miller as Pn¢sidesille

RaisbeckasVice President, Elverta MergenttedSecreary, and Natali¢tlamiltonasTreasurer.

The group presenteddr productions annugll, mostly comedies such as
Phil adel phi a a8lTefl o bwndFiiNaHa-§W mdraberb and their

husbands were Theatre Productions mensiland residés of Fat Thomas, Newport, and
surroundingowns. Under the masthd, their club stationenygroclaimedfi Nor t her n Kent u
Foremost Littl e Th e anthedighendsmHiglaScisool auditoraim;pr esent e
Ti c ket sandTee | AeOdesus prductionin March1948 were 85 cents (includj State

and Federal Taxgsa season subscription for four plays was $3.75.

Some members of Theatre Productions eventuatggbwith trespians from the Fort Thomas
Womandés Cl ub Dr a@anp BungheCommiteenrt 1968 to form a community
theatre knowneaPl aybesVofl Bgrt Thomas. 06 Vill ag:¢
and others repurposed the fornseo | d i engesirdothe [Clobhouse lower level into a little

black box thaterwith thruststage The original seats were obtainedm a renovated bowling

alley.

The Village Players first season openey with
1967. Inits second season (19@R68), VP presented three productidrone eaclhin

November, February, and May. Since th¥®, has continued to annually pres8-6 stage
productions of dr ama, comedi es, e canmendydt s , new
affordable prices.

The Village Players (VP) would contiau T h e  WQulm #adités of service to the

communityand charitable giving, choosinghaw charity every year. In addition, VP has
provided up to two scholarships per year to lEghool serors majoring in the arts.
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Currently, the lowerlevel blackbox facility consists of the main stage with tidreeating for
102; a thrust stage; lighgrand sound rooms; lobby; ticket booth; dressing room; cbenk
refreshment countgrestroomsworkshop; and costume/prop storage room.

The Village Players beene an activenember of the Association of ComnitynTheatres of

Greater Cincinnati (ACT)rad the Ohio Community Theatre Association (OCTA), excerpting a
scene fr ome fi Bao aterdghe group adlso joined the Kentucky Theatre Association

(KTA). VP has receiveenumerous awards from ACT, OCTA,cBKTA over the years,

competing at the régnal and state festivals of OCTA and KTA. Several Village Players
members have bedmonored witt he A Art Rouse, Mario Pitocco, ¢
givenbyACT, and f@$piCoimmunity TIiheQClA e Awardso gi ve

In 2015 FTWC held an Open Housed buffet dinner to celebrats 100th Birthday

Anniversary with onéhundredmembers anduests attending. Officers present were President
Ginger Paul, Vice Peedent Fb Grey, Second Vice President BetByans, Recording Secretary
Toni Allen, Correspnding Secretary Kay Ort, Treasurer Rita Walters, and Auditor Connie
Harding. Itwas a bittesweet celebration for Club members present since it was well known that
the membeshipi n womeno6s c | acbuntryhad beerudgdining gignificantlycan
2010. The FTWC Board recognized in 2015 that the times had indeed changed.

In the 21st Cetury, more women than ever before were working in professional careers,
govenment,business, education, the adad professions. The advent of the 21st Qgrand

the digital age brought many changes to our society, culture, andtiosstun adiition to

societal changes, changing demographics and decreasing membeesb morewomen
spending their dwindlig leisure time with their families and more wembeing required to

work outside the home. Nevertheless, the General Fedeaafion Wo rGkibis 6ositinues to
thrive, with nearly 80,000 members in affiliated clubgverl stae andin more than a dozen
cowuntries. GFWC members continue to work in tle@immunities supporting the arts, preserving
natural resources, advancing edtion, pronoting healthy lifestyles, encouraging civic
involvement, and working towasdlorld peace andinderstanding.

Butby22 18 the Board of The Fo adethddifecuttdesisioWwmmanods C
disband The Club. They recognized that theinfer DramaClub/Camp Sunshine Committee,

now known as AThe Vi ledogeg5 yeilint p sckssstainingyibradt d e v e |
awardwinning community theater that hadlipsed its parent organization as the social and

cultural heart of Fort Thoas. Fiftyseven years of-8 theatrical productions annually, along

with annual contribtions to FTWCfor Clubhouse maintenanead utilities, in addition to

donating yearly to dities and scholarships; all convinced the Board to gift the Fort Thomas

Woma n 6 s Iubhousk building to the Village Players. The Board was convinced that The

Village Playersvould continue to thriverad in the longestablished tradition of FTWC by

dorating to charities, providing outlets for creative ss{pression to its rmbers, prodcing

top-notch theatrical productions to challenge, enlighten, and enteiséiors to tle little 102

seat villagaheater downstairs under the yellandwhite awnirg.

The Village Players is now a ngumofit tax-exempt arts organization, monitted to poviding a
multi-use cultural arts center for artistic expression and clikupeeriencesn the fine and
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performingarts that will enhance its community and enriah lilies of its members, Fort
Thomas residents, and visitors.

EvaluationoftheHistor i ¢ Si gni fi cance of The Fort Thomas
within the context of Wo me n 6 ss in®éntudky, 18941961

Since affiliating in 1915 and 1919, The FortTmas Womandés Cl ub, | i ke it
Mur r ay Wo ma nlibway Cuny,iKentueky, l@aa a long history of supporting the

goals of the KFWC/GFWC orgézaions: workirg in the community toupport the arts,

preserve natural resources, adwaaducation, promote healthy lifestyles, encourage civic

engagement, and wiotoward wold peace and understanding. The Clubhouse hasdrgbe

scene for hundreds pfojects andhiousands of volunteephrs. The lives of men, women, and

children in our comunity have been enriched by the leadership and learning opportunities

provided throgh the implementation of these projects.

The Fort Thomas Wastneation®ofheing thellérgest andosttadtivee d
Woman's Club in Northern Kentucky for ovehundred years. The Club had more than three
hundred members in 1968TWC has shad the Clubhouse with other organizations making
possible community improvemerftss women begnd the resources ofdh-ort Thomas
Womanos Club. Our cwhatihis today withow theisidn ohtloetearlyp e
members who purchaseddpaid fortheir Clubhouse building, refurbished, updated, and
maintained it for seventgeen years befe gifting it to The Vilage Players in 2018. The

Village Players, Inc. a neprofit arts organization seeks to carry on the public service legacy of
the Fort Thamas Womandés Club as it devel ops-us8 North
cultural arts cerdr for artistic expre$sn and cultural experiences to enrich the lives of For
Thomas residents and visitors to our community.
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_____recorded by Himric American Buildings Survey #
_____recorded by Historic Americaangineering Reard #
_____recorded by Hi®ric Amerian Landscape Survey #

Primary location of additional data:

Stae Historic Preservation Otie
Other State agency

Federal agesy
Local government
Universty

Other

Name of repository:

Historic ResourcesSurvey Number (if assigned)CP-374

10. Geographcal Data

Acreage of Propety +/-0.26 Acresor +/-5,500sf

Use either th&TM systemor latitudeélongitudecoordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrea)

Datum if othethan WGS84:

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal g¢a)

1. Latitude:39.078800 Longitude -84.448270

Or
UTM References
Datum(indicated olJSGS map)
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1. Zone: Easting: Northing:

2. Zone Easting Northing:

3. Zone Easting: Northing

4. Zone Easting: Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Descibe the boundaries of the property.)
Campbell Canty Kentucky Parcel dimber: 99999-13-645.00

TheWomerts Club of Fort Thomas, X propertystartson east sidéNorth Fort Thomas
Avenuejust north ofthe Highland Avenueintersection Fromthe Soutlwvest coner of the

site the propeytruns 261%at S 31degrees, 24 minutes Wt then followsNE 31.5%4at S

07 degreesl minute W. Fom here the north property line98.2running at S 56 degrees, 6
minutesW. The east rear pperty line § 5®long and uns N 33 degree§4-minuteW. The
final south poperty line is 126long and runs N 56 degrees, 6 minutes connecting back to
theWest property line.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundariesereselected.)
They were asketbr, so | quotedrom an actual site survey that isaathed.

11.Form Prepared By

namef/title James Stageton, AlA, Chief Operating Officer
organizaion: PIVOTstudio

street & nunber. 544 West Liberty Street

city ortown: Cincinnatistate OH zip code 45214
e-mail: jim@pivotstudiocreative.com
telephone513.325.3523
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Fort Thomas Women& Club
Name of Property County and State

date: February 17, 2022

Additional Documentation

Submit the following itemsvith thecompleted fom:

1 Maps: A USGS ma or equivalen(7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating th@perty's

location.
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1 Sketch fnapfor historic districts and propeégs having afge acréage or nUMerous
reources. Key alphotographs to this map.
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Name of Property County and State

X

=
D l 2
| 1 | | . =
4 - - =,
Photo Key Plari Lower Level

GALLERY / MULTHPURROSE.
s

)= N p s
N \&ﬂ
— — — rr—1\ﬂ

Photo Key Pdn'i First Floor
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Name of Property County and State

S

Photo Key Plarn Second Flor

1 Additional items: (Check with the SHPOTPO,or FPO for any additional items.)
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GRAPHIC SCALE
e

OMB No. 1024-0018

Campbell County, KY

County and State
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Name of Property County and State
Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size bfiesage mst be 1600x200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferre@t 300 ppi (pixels per inchyr larger. Key all phdographs
to the sketch majach photograph must be numbered and that euming correspond to
the photograph number on the photo logr $tmplicity, the namef the plotographer,
photo date, etc. may listed once on the photagwh logad d o e sdnode labaled ®n
every photograph

Photo Log

Name of PropertyFort ThomasWomené Club

City or Vicinity: Fort Thomas

County: Campbell State:Kentucky

Photograper:  James Stapleton

Date Photognahed:December 21, 2021

Descrption of Photograpts) and numbeilinclude description of view indicating directioh
camera

Phado #1 (KY_CampeIICounty) Exterior, Northeast Cornecamara facingsouthwest
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Name of Property County and State

Photo #2 KeII County)nterior, 15t Floor looking at Stair to Basement, came
facing West

Photo #3 KY CampbellCounty) Interior Lower Level Bathroom, gaera facingSouthwest
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Name of Propert County and State

Photo #4 KY CampbellCounty) Interior Lower Level Black Box Thater, amera facing
South

Photo #6 KY CampbellCounty) Interior, 15 Floor Entry Staicase, camera facingaBithwest
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Name of Prope County and State

Photo #9 KY CampbeIICountﬁ)})'Interior ¥ Floor Cateing, camera facing Sduwest
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Name of Propert County and State

&/

Phdo 10 ((Y CampbellCounty) hterior F'Floor Historic Bathoom camera facingVest

Photo #11KY CampbellCounty) Exterior, Southwest Cornegmera facing Norgmast

Photo #12KY CampbellCounty) Exterior, Nahwest Corner, camera faciSgputheast
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